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Jamywry 2, 1997

(Comments From Press Conference)

• Itls a privilege to be here today on tbil historic occasion to mark the
~ningof a new future for Detroit and MicbipD. Five years ago
our state ,et th. standard for pJopeelift regalation by passing' the
Michipn Telecommunications Act. We reaflirmed our commitment
to open competition when we updated the Act earlier this year. With
today. announcement, Michigan is onee apin Iuding the
communications revolution.

• Todays filing is a landmark step on the path to full choice in
communications for all Michigan ruidents. ADd that will brin&
enormous benefits to the people o!Detrail Greater choice and
competition will ensure that Detroit continua to have a state-oE-the
art ecmmUDications infrastructure - an asset which is eaacntial to
building our economy, retaining and attracting lNsine6ses and
meeting the needs of our residents.

• We have been working hard to make~ great city a better place in
which to live and do business. Advanced communication is one of
our greatest advantages in seIling Detroit to the world, and I'm
pleased that we are taking this momentous step to enhance that
important asset.

• I alao want ~ congratulate Amerited1 for its Jong advocacy of
t'qUlatol"y reform and open competition. Todafs action is further
evidence ofAmerltechls commitment to meetiDg the needs of its
customers and its CO'mmumties, because they are the oneil who will
benefit most from this milesto!le eTent.

• I know that Ameritee.b bai the interest& of Detroit and ita citizens at
heart. For mauy yeaJ'6, the company baa made investments in our
city that haw enhanced education, economic development and the
quality of life. That's why I am 10 proud of the strong partnenbip
that thrivu between Ameriteeh and Detroit. As I look Emward to •
new year and a new competitive commUDieationa en'V'imnment for
Michigan, I see that partnenhip growinc stronger to the benefit of
all of our citizens. And I see new vitality and new opportunity tor our
ltate and its greatest city.
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'The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal CommUnicatiCllS Commission
1919 M Street. N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20544

Dear Chairman Hundt:

Pursuant to the filing of Amerit8eh COr'portltion under Section 271 of the
TNcommunieations Ad of 1996 to provide long distance services in the state of
M"rchigan, I urge your quid< action to apprnve this request.

It is important to MiChigan and the citizens ~ W~ County that the entint
tefephone industry be open for competition. Ameritech's entering the long distance
service carries" great b&nefits for my c:::cns1ituentS that cannot be ignored. More
competition willead to tower prCes, improved~, added choice, and jobs: items
consistent with the economic boom which we are eutr9nUy experiencing.

Amtritec:h is committed to 1he citizens ofW~ CoLnty and is deserving of 0Lr
support. Please act withOut delay, and help to continue with CAlf economic upswing by
a8awi'1g~ech to provide these opportunities for our residents.

Sincerely,

.~~
Kay~ Voce ClW .

. W';rfne County Commission

I<B:Cdw

cc: Mr. Donald J. Russell
TeJec:omrr'U'lioations Task Force
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cc: Oon.ald J. Russell

izIc:eued WiuprtitioD lading to more eboices for COm'Umtn

DeW mel innOVltiYe services
thousands ofnewjobs

•
•
•

Tbe HoaonbJe Reed Iimdt. G&inDaa
FcdcnI ComnIwaielZioDs Commission
1919 M StreeI. NW
WasbiDBtO'DC 20S44

Dew Chairman Hunch:

I am writins in~d to the January 2, 1991 fi6na by Amcritech under Section 211 of
theFcdenI TclccaDrmmicatiom Ad of1996 to provide iD-regioo long diAlftce service
ill MicbipD. I urge your swi! approval atthis requat.

Your approwl of this applic:uion has aNltipJe benefits Cor the citizens ofMichipD
izduding:

For yean Ameritecb has beat. JOlid c.orporatc c:itizeu ~mnritted to ~rtmg Ibe
iDte:resIS of the people oCMic:higan throagh fimncD1 aDd social involvement. Your
prompt approval will cable Amerittd2 to commue in this tradition and explJld its
commihrJeDt La these .cas.
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The Honora))l& Reeo. Bundt, Chairman
Pederal Communications commission
1919 H Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20544

Dear Chairman Hundt:

As a consumer and an elected official, issues about
t~lecollll"/1unications concern me. I am concerned that you not delay
approval of Ameritech' s application filing under Section 271 of
P&deral Telecommunications Aoe of 1996 to provide in-region long
distanee service in Michigan. The 'l'eleccmmunicatioM Act of 1'"
which I endoraed provides for full and fair cOlDpetition and
mandatee that provic1ers be allowed entry into the local and long
distance markets simultaneously.

If Ameritech has met the requiremenes of Section 271, as I have
been informed, it is·impp.racive tnat they be allowed to further
enhance the quali ty of life for the citizens of Wayne County and
the state of Michigan by offering more produets. better services,
along with increased job opport~njt1es.

I eneourage you and your staff to move swiftly in reviewing this
matter so that the citizens of our great state oan reali2e the
benefite of unbridled oo~petition.

Sincerel

~-~.
Cqlfia8ioner Edl:ua Bell

c:e-Chair Pro Tempore
Wayne COunty commis.1on
District iJ 8

cc: Mr. Donald J. au••ell.
T~1.nn~"".~~~~ono~~Ak Poro~

O~__
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The Bcnorahl~ Reed BJmdt, Chairman
Federal CotmDUnications C'«nm~OI1
1919 M StreetN.W.
Wa.shington. D.C. 20544

Dear Mr. Hundt:

This Jetter is in regard to Amerileeh's filing =der Section 271 ofthc: FederaJ Te1ecomm'lmieatiOD
N::.

I~ the fi1mg ofAmeriteel1's petition. The~ ofAmc:ritcch's petition will provide
tal competitionmboth local and 1=g distance services mMichigm. It is important to give the
telecommunications customer a choice otprcvidcrs, expanded$em~ and better CUS'tomer
services. Competition will achieve this as well as~ that Michigan c:aminucs to have a
tedmologically progressive CQm1Dunications infrutructure. To schieve better customer se:vices
:md to help Miebigan's growing ccooomy ream and~~ business, companies like
Amcritt.c;h need gove:mment working witb th.cm 3M not against them.

Stau Scutor

1BIdo

cc: nazwd I. Russell



CARL L BRFr=O'NG. PRESIDENT
1124 SOU1r\ Uihirau," Slfwt

JadllOll. Uiehitlfl 402G1
517·'...·3036

lan\wy 14, 1997

Pedcral Communications Commission
Reed Hundt. ChaiIman
1919 M S~el, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20544

Dear CommissiClletS:

Pursumt to Section 271 oflhc Federal Tclecomrnuni~lions Act of 1996 and after
complying with the statutory requirenumts, Cbicngo-based AmeritL'Ch is requesting
approval to provide long-dlst.an<.:t: Strvict: throughout i\~ Michigun TCf;ion.

The Michigan State Conference of the NntiorW Associ6ltiun fur lhe Adv~mccment of
Colored People (NAACP) rC'.:ogniul:> the Amerilech reque.'\\ as on opponunity for our
members to 1"~V'~ 3 choice. Ameritech""';l1 be ahle \0 offt:'r one-stop cornmunicution
Shopping and do it mote economically and efficiently.

&.

The toUl1 telephone m.~el in Michigan mu....t h~ ufK-"1t und c:ampetitivo. In addition.
Amcritech·~entry a... a lcmg-4istance ccuner wiD. g~ncr"te lhu~d.c; or new jobt and
innovations. For yeus, Amerit~ has been a solid corponue citizen committed to
supponing the iJltcrcsts of tllC people or MichiglUl tlu'uugh rinam.ial anu suci~

participation.

lbe Michigan SUite Conference of NAACP CndolSCS and supports Amcritcch·s tcquest to
proviw, l<.mg~ance servi~ in the Slate of Miehignn nnd respectfully urges FedemJ.
Commumcntions Commission nppmvnl 1\.<;!=\0Cln a<; it i~ practical.

~fl
Q1I'l L Breeding. President
Mi(;higiln S~tc CunfeJ"L'rlcc 01" NAACP

cc: Telccanmunication TasSt Fo.rct:, Anli Trus. Di~on
U.S. Def18'1tment or Justice
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11919 WSbI:t, NW
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DearMt.H=dc
1 :

I,~bchaIlatdu: la,a'Qlnlftll Tnde 01&0 ill Part BuraII, Midli«aa. \WI _pIeaed Ie tvppart AmeOtd'.
1ibI=':rSd~211 otmc Fedenl Tdc"GO mm:i'i'as Act or 1996, to proridem-rcP:m1aac-+mn

. .mcciD.l.fv:bipa .

n1a 4Ifl*oval will allowb N c:campcdiaIl ill1tDIdlmncc3ari= by~ III etlcfitina.d dKliGC tar
, "''"'"'''1, nN"hiaa <:casn:ss aDd diePI=i4t.m JUhi miILI! 'IfIIIulD~ 1D1l was apptO'Ved IDt!sipIaliBlo
: lnraDldr ')ell''',
i C ;Drmira wiD c:I\IIR U MidDpl re ",1''1110 bYe I swr.eC.c!Dct It!a:a:ti'Wi'Pj·« ";"111~
:~CACAti.J ill c:cDZiniDa~ lluiW tile MicJD&D ClCXI':IOIDY lA IOda,Ys sJdbal madu:t. We1M~
. IA iDtnD=al bUD-1Dd abe Impcmna= athucnrimal &"S6" 'I IIIQviq i= che~WaltZ Azra. 111!

; Ibmk lD'."'InsXdd haw Iha optioD r1fc~ I sia&le campuy topmid: both tll.eirmlllld Iaag
c'tisauce..ices. btrnJion aftbas8 Str'Wius illoararrs1llUald, mcur evahmrica. be benmmJ to oar localI~ dw_daiDrbaJ·;WriJ.... lhewadll i

, WedDak~ daIIdmathisOW' '1M4tympmi.bcldt1acal1lld.,dItrJ,.".su,~ i&a
! tWlIlI:ID twoat.adaa'. priDdpll eMil; !ili....._ iDa'e:u&d eomprritim ill bDtb Joc:.l.1Gat
I cIiImn___ 1

"

Jryoamqaire~ fiJr1hr:zn:p&a dlelUppOllof~'s fi1i4g. p!eIso do n.ot-=-CQ~
tbiscific=. I

I ,
. SiDanb')'an. ;

L2& i(/1.-<r
800 Mtt.rrA1Y snEEt
S U 1.T E 3 1 I)

POft ~aON. loUQftGNI
.. II C 6: 0 U. S • A •
PHONE ,1(110) 9U·3UO
PAX ("10) "1.'531
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i~HfmarUkIdBUDdt, ~"!"D
Pedezal Cotmmn'eatloDs CommasIIDD
1919M~NW

Wa.shiJlcuIt, P.c. 20544

::r:-~"Q ....J ~ "'('" n.. . .A. \,. p~,J '= '-0 r=- M f::.~

(0 V\. "? 0 "" A 'T'\ c) )0....)

nu 1c:tttr is iD support cl Amm:h"cb 'S~ UDder SecdDD 211 of the Pcd=a1
I Telet'a'mllijearims Ad. of 1996 to pro JD..=gfoc loag4lstara semcc hi:Midlipl. This
Ipopasal waWd allow cust.enDm die cptiOSl of choosSnC a single CMIpaety to provide both tbdr
11Qcal Bad~.mcea. SIu:lG14Ibja tri&1~ a mcc=, C:Etensicm or these servi.ccs tD
[our area wauJd, iJl oar eY,'ultJon. be beneficia] to our 1cca1 mannfac:umn.

tAmeriJIi:h lias~ oa ourBomf of~ !or JMn1 yars &ad ba! mppaned Ihia
fcommunity in job ctatian. Ameritech it , leading sapp1is' of full-wviee eommnnicarinns

1

aDd adYm=f information saWes, aDd has JWvi.dcd help wi =pe:rtiso to the Inducia2
~ Corp:ntiaD aD~ local etmm=~projce:ts. We be&ve d1=

,:is substmial =toDu'Z ad ecoDDII2ic bmdiu from 'fall cd .fair =mperi1ian mroaghout the
CQlmmmiration.~ ,

1~""'lIlqilht~ fuItb<lr 1Il1!le!!!J2m ofAmaiM'!c~~, please .
!CO"tarI this atEce.. ". "

r
Ima<=rJy,,

"j ,

~T.odd'"!Et."uive Diza::tal

!cc: Mr. DoQa1d 1. lWseU

i__ v; _

""



~--".

PauI~
~ nc:tclr

MIcMeI $InICMItI
~0Ired0r

~:
DWoII
" ..en-,,*,
Ibiau..a:
Harper~ CINI

"""....id ....
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DETROIT AREA AGE.NCY0)1 AGING
1100 Mlchlgaf\ Building

220 BaoleV Avenue
Dehoit. Michlgon~10

AU1ZIHAQ
Fax (SU) m.uol

lam:y 11, 1997

1be AIDe:ritecI1 Tela.. !itrmnie:iom Company filed IZl~ OIlhzluary 2w 1997 wHiP, fCC
applU,aJ II) a&r 1qdismxle services to its c:ustDmCn fD the mm d M~bipa. 1be Dcoit ArQ

Aga3cy on API sra.ads in full support 01 AJDeritech mIbcir quesl m coarpae ill tbiI uu.

l'hnNPout tbe :reara Amcriuc:h baa proven Ux1! to be ~ SOUDd corpaI2tiC citizz:n providiq dKf!mlds
of jobs to Dea'oiten. aMCQ~ gCDt:'O\.lS!y to many social. edoc:a=aaI. md civi~ CDil:a'fors.
We ue coD6de:m... givm the opporamity. that Amuitech wt11 ofta' oar citiz=s beeler savicc III lower
pdces.

Please join \II in~ of Arnaita:h for opal~

".. -
cc: Mr. DcaJd J.~

Tdccotru"m,; II" .,.. Task Force

The 0&Irctt Area IlQenCY cnN1:tG is an~~Em~
~ AkS a"d $er111C8~ Upon AeQuest to~W!Itt DbobIJMI

The MIOhJgan Relay Center~ Is~~m~ cn:s 1'00)

"'--



The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Commun1cation~ Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, o. e., 20544

I'1r. Cha i r",an:

As a Canton Towns~iQ Trust~e, I would like to express my
support for Ameritech's application under Section 217 of the
Federal Communications Act of 1996 to provide Inter-Lata long
distance service in MiChigan.

The Co~munications bill approved by bipartisan con9res~ in
1996 and si9~ed by the Presiden~ w~~ to ~ll~~ lO~6\ c~~panies

into the long distance business at the sa~e tim~ that long dis
tance companies were allowed into tne local business. The lung
distance 70mpanies are allowed into the local business today.

Ameritech has met all of the legal, ~e9ulatory and tec~ni

cal reQui~em2n~s to open it~ network to co~etition in
Michigan, both on the local and the long distance levels.

An orderly transition to full and fair ~ompetition makes
sense. It's time to stop second-guessing th~ i~tent of Con
Qress. Com~etition will create thousands of jobs, lower ~rices

and provide a choice of Quality providers.

M~. Chai~~an, I urge you to 9~~e every consideration to
Ameritech's applLcation.

Joh" M. B~roziak, Trustee
Charter Township o~ Canton
727 San~alwood Court
Canton, Michigan, ~e18B
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The Hoaorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Ftdnl Communications Commission
1919 M Street. NW
Washingto~ DC 20S44

OeM Mr. 0WrmaD:

Januuy 20. 1997

This Jetter is in suppon ofthe action ratm by Ameri1eCh in filiDg under Section 271 ofthe
Te1ecommunicauons N;t of 1996 to provide m-region long distan~ nrvice in Michigan. AA. an
officer ofaD iDvestm=lt advisory finn operating principally in the Greal Lakes region, we bdieve
that the only true way to enhance produa and service offerings is through a totally competitive
marketplace. Amertieeh :seems po~d to prov;de another viable long cfLSUnCe service option for
the businesses operating in Michigan and should be given the oppoJ1WUty to do so.

Ultimately. the free marketpJace islhe engine ofprogress and change. We suJ'pon legislation lib
the TdecommuniClrions Act 0£1995 and the companies moving forward to bring more consumer
choj~ more jobs, and lower prices. I urge you to thoughtfully consider Ameritech's
applic:uion.

SiDcereJy.

~~
Vice President

cc: Mr. Donald l.lWsseU
Tel=ommunicatioll5 Tuk J=oree. AAti-Trust Division
The U. S. J)q)anment of1ustitt
S20S SSS 4th Street N'N
Washington, DC 20001

,
Flftflnc/.I prunIng , IIt~tlft."t Adrl60ry S.,.,;c.el
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'The Hoc lOnbIe Ped foVd. 0Iai'man
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Dear Mr. H\n:lt

I¥J boCh aIqi:hUw aM acitizen, \~ supportM'l~'$ ambitious efbt to ecpard~ b'c d'l5tanc:e
Sll!tvice.

It is my (01 Itet'ltioc I~ has oMri:ed dr.gentfr. and suc::ceeded. in~ a~~ rnIIbt for local
phone serviee in Mict1igan. In~ to M1eritedl aftt h ccner 35 trad'cionaI companies~M"chp,. there
~ at IeS. 1-4 ccrnp;re Iia:n5led btft Mid'Iigan Pub&c SeMcz CorWitissiori to competen~ rnatbt. For
example. Me~ stiWted as=ewi:fe campaign s!Iiatf seetirc business C1.I5ZIOn'IeI't br leal SI!M2.

MicNpn's em lOmy his been~ 0tIf!T the 1m~~. ft:tucfrc my district. I f!f:f ~ is inpcnIrt11)

c:ontir'u: 04S economic roe uis:w ICe bt emphasizi'1g c:cmpetOoi. ;, ai'ee marizt c:aTVn\rIity.~ is
~ akey""e.~~ choice atd with ttte atay d I'1l!3rly SO c:crnpanies to opetZe ;, the local
market~ more to beccme licensed. M"d1igan~~ adW!Yed l.

In~ I want to r!hnb! rrtf an:i!n~ for Meed\ l'1ichipn's~...4:::Iriu. to 1twe Fec:IenI
Cornrru'icIion Comnissior, to SII:Ne M"dVgan's citizens it~ k:q distatce: nwbL

ihanI:)'OUb'yo.r-.10 lind feel tee 10 cxwQ.1 me I re:sa,.

cc Mr. Donald Russel.T~ Tad: Fcrc2. NtJ.Tr\6t Division. US Oep't Of'jusOce.
Rm. 8205. S5S 4th Street. p.m. Washircton. DC 2!XXI1

c~.:-,
_.



Warm Ccmsolidated Schools
31300AnItB
Wanen, MichIgan 48093-1891
(810) B2.>2<400
me llhone (1'0) '7T-a1ee

1..,15,1997

Feda:al Cn,u'iaai[P,l tm Crrmrinicm

•
.......OP IIliUC'I'rIOII
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1919 M Stm:r, NW
Wesbinpm, D.C; 2.DS44

ne.M%:Hmc

'Ibis J.ea.-. ¥Ii eOb !be~meritech Sc:cboa 271 filmS tD provide lena diItmco ICn'iCIc iilMidlipa.

ne Wa:n:a Ccmo1ideud Sdmols Ismu__jnternatinNI rccosnitiM rcr CNr inDonrM:vrilizacim of
cnmrmmindocs cerbMlOlf, iDdudiDtlbenlnk!.fDk propm whidl denmemd~ powrrct~
i,sarct.lwzri:AltaihMlogy to bci:Dg tbe~ althD alan.. '0'" dircc:!y iaID 1hohc=o. Oar sdIoal
bncmeapUbr in the 1lrizM ink pt08J'II1l WU AmcriUdI. -MDcb provided SS mz11iaD ill fmvtinr tardDs
cmrltiouJ t=:!molol)' trill- the fDt ofiIs type in thD um=SIms.

Nowbtn iI~powm ofc' MiiMilbDtjCM bdmology marc~ tbaD mm.P!C'I' 1M:rin& 'lIbich&iws
mvJr.ara..- to infi:nncrion,~ ad other ."";m fn:Im 1ItIlDll1be I'tIIc ar*= wa:14. A by
aspect otbeiDg a&k 10~~ j' 1iU'f'f"irciazg soIntjms is bcizII Ibm to lak1Irid1 ismcM:IiYe
pmoridea ..me plU'tide co' Ip=riritdy prioad ICI:lCIIa to these ICI'ricca. It f. crIf:IcIl thIt the CUJl3PIII,Y" isis
bemrm: fer tdw:atiLminMitbigm Ibm ey cCar- Allid jIb h - JIOt be pro!Dbited from PM'idinr \bl~
1=8 diItIDce II:nicea whid1mal:c distaDcc Jmnina IIl'PJiutioas p<*ibla.

M c:De Gftlz:1arp' Icboo1 diJtricU izlMIcomb CnIcy, ai ODe wilh I rnqpDzrd Je-fczs!rip pClliti= ill the
vriHzaticm ofttdznoJ0&Y. it is i:mpartctthm 'lIa han DIIIlT apDcm inUIms at'rmnz"mau:inns service
proWSers. YaarfmDh1emiew c!Amrritzrlt's Qiqwaa1d CO alaagW*f1D'lICd~ oaropriaas.

Sia&:aely,

1ames L Car, Ed.D.
A!IaciatI SaF itlt,Jmr far Wsuw:eiaD.

/jtI

cz:: Mr. t1aaIJd 1. RmseIl, DC»
n. us.~ r41aaicc
To~1:iaaI TeaklCl'tiC Ami-TrastDiYi.licJll
I20S SSS 4dl S1IatN.W.
Wu&i:n&D"'\ I).Co .20001

Warn:a CODSOlidat;ed SehooJa... JJ"Iu!:re Children Succeed



The CraftA9~, Inc:.

75C West Mc:higan~
"J.)daon.~~Vlo..l187 MIiIing'ddr'lSS: P.O. 8011 '81 T~t'lCne:SI7-787«T7 • 'aamite: 517-787·93S6
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Janua:y 16. 19'7

The Sonorable Reed F.und~

Pederal Communications c~ssion
191.9 H Streee NW
~~sh~gtcn, D.C. 20544

Dea:z: Chaiz::man Hundt:

I am vrit~ in support. of Amerit2ch's filing to provide long
distance in Michigan.

t' am" in the insurance business in ehe Jackson area and understand.
the benefits that true compet:ition can bring to the consumer. I
have followed Ameritech ~~ its efforts to offer this ueeded
'service and believe they would be all eohCL:lcement to the long
dis~ce industry.

AmeriteCh bas a good ~epueation iu this community and in
Michigan. as an excelle:1t c~y and a good citi:zeIl.

J: ask that you a.nd the ~ther me:r.bers o! the eomission support:
Ameritech's filin~.

JMC/baw

QC: Mr. Donald J. Russell . Dept. of JUstice
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HOUSE OF REPJlESENTATIVES
LANSING. MICHIGAN • •

'l'be HODOnb1e R.eed HwW. QW.rmaD
Fedeta1 Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W.
Washingtcn, D.C. 20544

Dear Chairmaa HUDdt:

This letter serves u> fW1y support AzDeri=h's app~ to tma' imo the 10Dg disQD.Ce marUt.
Am=itedL has a responsibility 10 me communities they serve aDd 1~1 they have done aD excdIem job
to fulfill this comz:Wtm=1. They serve as a suc:teS$fal teleeoIJl1muric3tion provider to many citizeDs in
MJe.higan.

As yoo bow. die MicbigaD Tr1mlm1"U"Qticm AD. bas~ competition in tbe tdecommnnirariozs
industry in this statE. Tbc great sate of Mitbipn has betA e:.cxre:me1y pro-aaiVe with reprc1 to its
commitment to aeuiag a mODIte~ODS~ for em citizas. MkbipD has seal
i.Dacased competition in tile laDg dimncc marXt:f aDd mit:ia.l c:=p«itiOD. in tl1e loc:al sc:n-i.e.e marbt.
Competition will mtaZl mare choices in cmi&:rs aDd scnices. loweriDc overall phODC bills, beaer quIity.
more efficiezn~ seJVice., aDd beaer r.eclmaloO that will be evailable co more people. Por tbese
reasons, I believe by a1lo'Rmg AmI::ritech to cmer into the long distan~ seMces in Micb.ipn. this service
providtz \lrill cxmrimlt to be both beDeficial am productive for its IUideDtS aDd businesses. Nevertht!ess.
it will auna economic development.

I hope you can reeogni%.e the positive role~ CaD pby in the trieeozmmmieatiom iDdusuy. I am
completely supportive ofUris applicant aDd I hope you will gram their n:qaest for approval.

SiDc:ereJ)'•

PMClmec

J 0:: Mr. D0aaJ41. 1bwell(T~ODS Task Porce, Ami-Trust Division)

-- ..
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De HQ!lOtab!c Reed HdIdI. QWr!Iwl

Fc:dml~ Comnsisnm
1919 MSVce&. N.W.
WashiDp:D. D.C.• 20554

Dear 0aJrmJD HuDtt:

Jam....,.... at the b'nw:t ClWrpetIOD of the~ Hoasc of R.epre:semadvcs Public Utilities Comm!aec
in order to urge~ appronl at Amc:r.i!ech's appliatioD to provide knlI d1sta:lce $ClV~ pwsuam to 1he
terms debe Fc:dm!T~ Ad of 1996.

As former dsair of* HO\IIIO Ntli: Utilities Commifue, J was~ ia a.UUrinl1bl the Micbip
Tduomm'm"lIioas Ar:£ of 1m proyicicd 1be .al:ICeSSar)' mtzlS co briDe~ tompetitiOA to mIDiMs of
~ CUS'tamm ill Mic:higm. As you b:>w, izlawcd~.a brings lower prices, JDQR; etfiticm
scmce aDI1 iDcr~ J&ri!1lQIOIY.

OD 1bcJoal Jew:l, Ametamhafmpiad mlnaiwd1he M'cip Public Service CommisPoo', (WPSC)
approonl for lDtacomeerJoa .'." !$'IS wicb AT&T, MF'S. Broots FIler. aDd TCG. Amerltt.eb meru in
b fiIq Nt ifhas ocb:s..;sc lDClft t~dxd:Sist IlIe6ed to qcaIlfy fOr lo~ dim!ft ser"t'iu. AmerDch
has~~ thZ· it irUDds l) fosrz::r competklon in order flO baild .. mOnJ ecolJODl)' for
Midlirm.

Amukech has prcN'CD itsdf to be • imIoVIZM a.Dd progasiYeeomm~ compmy. Ai !ht; first
company ro file =~I willa 1k FedcnJCosn~ CoramissioD. it is dear dial it is a& 1M
forcfra¥ cIprav_ MicbCan r::usrDmer3 iacr~ choke. I Ny bclicYe _ it wauJd x:rtC Michipn
mkSms wdl ifyau 1IoWJd quickly :aDd~p_ N&:.ril:dl', applicZlioD.

IJI)IIc

c: Mr. DctmJclJ......
Tc1caJmamnicariow Task Farce. AJD-TnISlDiviUI



Jammy 16, 1997

The Honorable R.eed HW1d%, Chairmm
Federal CommUDiCllticms Commission
1919 M. Street, NW
Washington, D.C, 2OS44

Dear Mr. Cb3rma:l:

OEIROIT
SCIENCE
CENTeR
5020 .JOMN R S i ReI!T
...MOlT. M' .....-a02

PH. ara-5Y7 8.00
MX :aa-eaZ-lS23

,\5 Ex~vebirector ofa non-profit organization involved in education. I applaud
Ameriteeh's action in filing under Sec+Jon 271 ofthe Telecommunications Act of 1996 to
provide in.region long distance service in Michigan. No~profit OrganizatioDS are
constantl)· looking for \..-.ys to operate more efficiently. We ~icve that the increaged

competition that the Teiecommunieatians Act will erwe is a benefit to all consumers.

Ameriteeh is an outstanding eozporate citi:~ The Dmoit Scicn,e Center proudly
opened an exeiting new owuc.h prognm called Cybcrspac.e Safari, thanks in larse part
to a lead corporate contribution from Ameritech. Ou& program also takes advantage of
signific:an! resources from Amentech's EciilCation Avenue project. Finally, Ameritecb
employteS werked v.ith us evetY step of the \\IIY to ensure that our project was launched
s~c:.e:ssfully. Tnere is no dOUb~ i~ my mind that Cyberspace Safari would not be a rnlity
today v.~c it not fer A.me:riteeh'~ participation.

We hope; that you will act favorably on Ameritech's request which we believe wiiI lower
pri~, create jobs and i~ease ~mpcthion amoDE all teleconununications provides.

Sineerely~

Mel 1. Dnunm
.Executive D!Ieelof

ce: Mr. DoL21c J. Russell



January 13, 1991

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chim1aD
Federa1 Communications Commission

. 1919 M Street, NW .
Washin.-ton. D.C. 20544

Dear Mr. Hundt:

This letter is in support of Ameriteeh's f.l1ing, under Section 271 of the Federal Telecommunications Act, to
provide long distance service in Micbigan.

The City of Sterling Heights has long been an advo~te of eJl:p~ded competition in the communications
industry. Ic.c.reased competition ensures that communities like Sterling HeightS are served by state-of-the-art
communications SYStemS - something we view as vital in retaining and attracting business. building the local
economy and meeting the growing information needs"! our ruidents.

Sterllilg Heights bas also seen first-hand how recent changes in state and fede~ legislation have opentd the
door to competition for customers in our community. We have signed a cable franchise agreement with
Ameriteeh and our ruidents will soon have a choice in their selection of a cable provider. Within the last year.
two new communications companies have deployed fl1cilities' in our community in order to provide local :lnd
long distance services in competition with Ameritech. while Ameriteeh is still limited to only providing local
service.

Allowing Ameriteeh - a company with a long-standing commitment to this community - to proVide long disW1Ce:
service.s would brinI additional service choices and competitive pric-:s to the residents and bwioesses of our
communitY. I encourage the Fed~ Communications Commission to quiclcJy review and support Ameritcch'$
filing.

Sincerely. r\ t.

~~.~
Steve M Ducb.iiie
City Manager

cc: Mr. Donald J. Russell. DO]

--- '----_.._-,-----------
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CHAIIl_~ TEewNO~OGY IoHIl INI~av
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Mr. Donald J. Russell
The U.S. Dep.utment ofJustice
Telecommunications Task Force Anti-Trust Division
8205555 4th StreetNW
Washington, D.C. 20001

Dear Mr. Russell:

I am writing u the Chairman of the Michigan Senate Committee on Technology and Energy and the
sponsor ofthe Michigan Telecommunieations Aet of 1990 and 1994 to commend and urge your suppon
for Ameritech's application to provide in-region, interLATA services in Michigan as set out under
Section 271(d) of the Federal Telecommunication Act.

In creating the Michigan Telecommunications Act, my primary goal was to increase competition
including such things as new services, more responsive customer service, and totally open markets for aU
classes ofcustomers. The impact of deregulation as authorized by the two state laws and federal
legislation have gone a long way to prove the benefits of this restructured telecommunications system.

The power to expedite and extend this market competition now lies in your hands with the receipt of
Ameritech's recent application. This expansion, I believe, is in the best interests of consumers and the
companies seeking to provide a myriad of telecommunication services in a fully competitive market.
Having addressed deregulation issues at the state Jevel, I can fully appreciate the complexities ofmoving
to a fully deregulated and competitive system. However, I would encourage you to favorably consider
the Ameriteeh application and would also encourage a decision as quickly as possible.

MAT DUNASKISS
Chainnan ofthe Michigan Senate on Technology and Energy
State Senator, The Six%eenth District .

ee: The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
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The Honorabk! Reed Hundt. Chair
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20544

RE: Ameriteeh: Filing under Section 271 of the Fede~1Telecommunications Act

Dear Mr. Hundt

This letter a)mes to you wirh my fuJI support of Ameritech's efforts to become an in-region long
distance carrier in Michigan.

Michigan has been among the most progressi~ states in the nation with regards to regulation
of tefec:ommunieations. The stage was set with the final passage of the Michigan
Telecommunications Act in 1991 and its subsequent revision in 1995. The desire for true
competition that drave Michigan and the nation to enact aD or the recent changes, hew.:ever.
n!mains essentially unsatisfied. FCC approval of Ameritech's bid to provide irrregion long
distance telephone sei'Vice in Michigan would be an historic moment in the history of
telecommunications in our great state.

As a State Legislator. I supported these measures in hopes of assuring that the people of
Midligan ceuJd utilize a state-of-the-art communications infrastructure. The type of system that
would benefit the strong economy we currently enjoy - retaining and attracting businesses and
meeting constant consumer desires for new and better technology and seNices. I continue that
dos~ held belief with my support of competition in Michigan and my sUpport of Ameritech in
this specific endeavor.

Sincerely, ~

~.
State Senatorl23rd District

cc: Mr. Donald J. Russell
u.s. Department of Justice

-Competition ~ tile keen cutting edge ofbusiness. always $IIalIing awayat costs.• - Henry Ford
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January 2, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
VVasbd~n,D.C.20544

Dear Mr. Hundt:

As Governor of Michigan, I feel compelled to express my support of
Ameritech's filing, under Section 271 of the Federal Telecommunications Act of 1996,
to provide in-region long-distance service in Michigan. When approved, this historic
filing will provide greater competition in long distance and the added choice for
consumers that Congress had in mind when the President signed the bill into law
nearly a year ago.

We now have more than a dozen companies such as AT&T, MCI-Metro, MFS,
Brooks Fiber, et.al. that have received licenses to provide local phone service in
Michigan. The Michigan Public Service Commission (MPSC) has already issued
binding arbitration orders for interconnection between Ameritech, AT&T and several
other new local providers. In the coming weeks, you will ask the MPSC to certify
Ameritech's compliance with the interLATA -checklist." I have urged the MPSC to
review this checklist thoroughly and to utilize this certification process to ensure that
real local competition continues to materialize in Michigan. I believe the incentive
Oong distance entry) and potential penalty Goss oflicense) ofthe checklist burden will
provide a safeguard against Ameriteeh using local monopoly power to stuffout
competition. While many will argue against Ameritech's entry, I don't believe the
road toward true local competition will be fully cleared until such long distance ently
is imminent.

Nearly two years ago I sUccessfully urged the U.S. Department of Justice to
include Michigan in a waiver order that would allow Ameritech to ofFer long-distance
service. While that waiver was superseded by Congressional action, you may recall
that AT&T supported this waiver and issued a press release saying it would offer
local service in every local call1iig area where Ameritech was allowed to provide



i·-

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Page 2
January 2, 1997

interLATA service. We want competition in our telecommunications marketplace
and are ready for it. Competition has and will continue to emerge on all fronts in
Michigan with your approval of this application.

Sincerely,

JE:rlf

cc~ Mr. Donald J. Russell, Telecommunications Task Force
Michigan Public Service Commission
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January 22, 1997

LANSING

The Honorable Reed Hundt. Chairman
Federal Communications CommissiOn
1919 M Street N.W.
Washington DC 20544

Dear Mr. Hundt:

Please accept this letter on behalf of the YMCA of Metropolitan Lansing. in support of
Ametitech becoming an FCC approved Long Distance Telephone Service provider in
Michigan. I am offering this support after careful thought. and with more 1han one
perspective.

As an Ameriteen customer I have learned tnat they are a company that is capable of
meeting the long distance needs of its customers. Their customer servtces, quarlty of
technology and innovative leadership proves them worthy of your consideration. A:s an
exeartive at a large not-for-proflt organization who is responsJb/e for balancing a very
tight budget, I support competition that can ~d doWn the cost and improve the product
quality of artj aitical service. such as long distance telphone. FinaJly, but just as
important Ameriteeh is an outstanding corporate citizen in our community and in our
state. They contribute to our programs and encourage their employees to get involved in
their communities through organizations like the YMCA. We feel more businesses should
fonew their lead in supporting local charities.

I hope this letter helps you in th;s important decision. From my point of view, granting
Ameritech permission to provide us with long cfsstance service is a good idea. I hope you
and the commission wiH agree. Thank you.

Best regards.

§~
Tony Fragale
President

cc; Mr..: o.Onatca J. RUssell ~
'Ter~M~n;fuk Force

"
YMCA Miltioft: To _ Ch.....,.~ ",co~1fI"""JI'lIC- lNI~d ~.,;r;t.-.4111' ...., 'of'"
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ll11U11')' 21, 1997

Peden1 Co'"""'dicatiou CommimOil
1919 M Stred N.W.
WashiDgtaa, D.C. 2054;4

Dear O.irmu Hundt: ;

It is my uderstmdiDs chat Ameritedl Us petitioned the Federal ColD!DlJl!je:atioD.s CCImmission for
pemrissinn to ente!' into the 10ag dUUDce IDIM

As III esteacd official ftom Northcm MidDpD. I Y&h to add my sapport fill such 111 amy, I believe
that this aetiOll win provide my eoDSdtuems with true competitioll remltjaa mbecter service, lower
rates. au! more hedom to dl~ose their log distmce provider. ," ..

.. . , >-. •• .. • •... ~.:::... '.....~~•.:.~ &.J _._
n.~ec!use ofstIt~th~iDfiatiiJc:tuie ~·that oar ~~$!':!i.'iDe!.~.Ir~.~~ .. \:: :-;
meeting cxmsumnneeds. reraming busin~ ad IttracDlgllewjcb-~1-!;~:.:~::··~i~t~\·~·:,.~':"~;1;~".::' :....

I trust that you wm grve close and hOIl~ cou.sidentioD upon Amemedl'. ~eIt to mter tI1ia ... '
QplDding msrbt. . .

~
JOHNGDNMT
h6cIIigm Boase ofReprtsCdlltives
102Dd Dimict

cc: Mr. DouJdb-a

•



Dear Qairmaa Hundt:

Thank you tor your prompt aUtlltioll ifl this mltter.

Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
January 11, 1997

Mr. DoDUd J. Rassell
TeIecom1Dmdc.atiom Task Foree

The HODorablt Reed HGJldt, CILairmaIl
Federal ComanuaicatioDS CommisDon
1919 MStreet, NW
Washin&toa D.C. 2054.

ne comaUmon is C1ZI'ftJldy reviewOa& l .. appIicatiou
filed by Ameritech to c.ompete with other service
providen for lOll« cUstallce eastomen ill die state of
Michlpn. The Michigan Hfspauic Chamber of
Commerce requests dial Amerite.th be given fair
coasi.deratioll for approval

Fall competition breeds lower process, Improved
1U'Vica, better products UKI ccoaomic growth, leadiDg to
more jobs. Oar atire COJllftlW1!t7 will gahl from
Ameritedl's e'Iltry lDtQ this highly competitive field. For
those reHOllS, we uk that you ad tlIDdy ud respoDSibly
ill approviDl Ameriteds'! appUcatiOL

. The Michigan
. ".~, ~,

~FD~U
~vo'i. ~

P'IAN'K YENEG.\S.........
C'.AaOI. _1'SOI'I...-..-
OAlfwor.n&.-....
CIUl:t'KZI.OOIPOiI.."t1QtI
lmtAMo&UsINIS! AloI'AJoICI
NIQIJCJANS1XI"E UNlYEISITY
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